
WAC 296-155-205  Head protection.  (1) All employees on any con-
struction site must be provided an individual hard hat which meets all 
requirements of (a) through (c) of this subsection.

(a) Hard hats for the protection of employees against impact 
and/or penetration of falling and flying objects must meet the speci-
fications contained in American National Standards Institute, 
Z89.1-1969, Safety Requirements for Industrial Head Protection.

(b) You must provide each employee with head protection that 
meets any of the following American National Standards Institute 
(ANSI) for industrial head protection:

(i) Z89.1-2009;
(ii) Z89.1-2003; or
(iii) Z89.1-1997.
(c) Hard hats for the head protection of employees exposed to 

high voltage electrical shock and burns must meet the specifications 
contained in American National Standards Institute, Z89.2-1971.

(2) All employees must have their individual hard hats on site 
and readily available at all times.

(3) All employees must wear a hard hat on any construction site 
whenever there is a potential exposure to danger of flying or falling 
objects to persons working or occupying the area.
Note: The hard hat may be removed whenever there is no potential exposure to a hazard.

(4)(a) Employees working on asphalt paving crews exposed to ex-
treme temperatures from hot mix and not exposed to falling objects do 
not have to wear protective hard hats.

(b) Flaggers working with asphalt paving operations must comply 
with the requirements of WAC 296-155-305.

(5) Caps with metal buttons or metal visors must not be worn 
around electrical hazards.

(6) Employees working near moving machinery or in locations which 
present a hair-catching or fire hazard must wear caps, nets or other 
head and face protection that will completely contain the hair.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, 49.17.040, 49.17.050, 49.17.060. 
WSR 16-09-085, § 296-155-205, filed 4/19/16, effective 5/20/16. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, 49.17.040, 49.17.050, 49.17.060, and 
chapter 49.17 RCW. WSR 14-03-013, § 296-155-205, filed 1/7/14, effec-
tive 2/10/14. Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, 49.17.040, 
49.17.050, 49.17.060. WSR 09-05-071, § 296-155-205, filed 2/17/09, ef-
fective 4/1/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, [49.17].040, 
[49.17].050, 2000 c 239, and chapter 34.05 RCW. WSR 01-04-015, § 
296-155-205, filed 1/26/01, effective 2/28/01. Statutory Authority: 
Chapter 49.17 RCW. WSR 91-11-070 (Order 91-01), § 296-155-205, filed 
5/20/91, effective 6/20/91; WSR 89-11-035 (Order 89-03), § 
296-155-205, filed 5/15/89, effective 6/30/89. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 49.17.040 and 49.17.050. WSR 86-03-074 (Order 86-14), § 
296-155-205, filed 1/21/86; Order 74-26, § 296-155-205, filed 5/7/74, 
effective 6/6/74.]
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